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â€œAn account that is sweetly sentimental and brutally honest, touching and wittyâ€”in short, a true

gem.â€• â€”Publishers Weekly, starred review â€œA work that adds great luster to an already golden

event.â€• â€” The Memphis Commercial Appeal â€œHer prose is spare, but rich with meaning and

always very honest.â€• â€” The Cleveland Plain Dealer â€œPithy wit and cute drawings sketch the

happy tears, bittersweet memories and flares of anxiety that a daughterâ€™s wedding elicits.â€• â€”

The Dallas Morning News The relationship between a mother and daughter is often fraughtâ€” but

never so much as during the preparations for that walk down the aisle. Ilene Beckerman has taken

that walk with three daughters and tells usâ€”with great wisdom and witâ€”why childbirth is less

painful than planning a wedding.
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As the mother of a recently engaged daughter (my first, so this is very new to me!), I'm heading for

the bookstores and the libraries to read up on how to plan a wedding. In the midst of books about

what the maid of honor's duties are, lists of lists, pages of worksheets, and tomes about every single

thing that a successful wedding...There stands a small pink book that has a cover illustration which

communicates as succinctly as the subtitle "The Dream, the Reality, the Search for a Perfect

Dress." This book is 156 pages long, but can be read in an hour or so (including time to linger over

illustrations and time to laugh some hearty laughs and shed a few tears).Ilene Beckerman is not

only the author of this book, but its illustrator as well. And that's part of the beauty of this book; the

drawings are so perfectly entwined in the text.It's a rare and very special author who can have you



laughing one second and crying the next - especially when the author doesn't use a lot of words!

Ilene succeeds beautifully in this wonderful combination.From the book: "What do five girls - one

short, one tall, one buxom, one flat, one who gave birth a month ago - have in common? A

bridesmaid's dress they all hate."Throughout the book, Ilene zigs and zags from telling about

planning her daughter's wedding to writing about her daughter as a little girl and their very special

relationship during her grown-up years. In a world where way too many people can't wait for their

children to grow up and leave home, this type of writing is both poignant and refreshing.Here's a

letter that the author wrote to her daughter as the wedding grew nearer "I never knew before I had

you that I could love anyone so much.
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